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Queen Victoria's Death. 

Because of her long reign, her pure and noble 
womanhood, her power for righteousness in English 
and general public life, the wonderful progress of 
the world during her lifetime, and her influence for 
peace among the nations, Queen Victoria's death has 
made an impression upon the world such as that of 
no other sovereign ever produced, or is likely soon to 
produce. She had come to seem an essential part of 
our civilization. Her departure has made a vacant 
place which the people of all lands are saddened to 
see. The foreign mourning over her death is no 
formal diplomatic sniffling. 

Whatever the faults of the English government, 
however sharp the censure directed against certain 
British policies, the great womanly Queen seems 
somehow to have nearly entirely escaped personal 
criticism, and besides to have won and retained to 
the last the love of the people of all lands, even of 
her country's severest critics. Of what other sov- 
ereign of our time, at any rate of a great power, could 
anything similar be said ? She was to the world the 
personal embodiment of the best English religious, 
social and political ideals. Though she is considered 
to have had great personal influence in the govern- 
ment, yet she escaped in a most remarkable way the 
fate which overtakes so many rulers, that of being 
reckoned foremost among the number of those who 
plunge a country into mad and ruinous schemes. 
This is a fact almost unique in the history of sov- 
ereigns. The lesson of her life, influence and world- 
popularity may well be taken seriously to heart by 



the English people and political leaders at the present 
momentous time. 

Next to the word goodness, one naturally associates 
the word peace with the late Queen. Real goodness 
always leads to the love of peace. Victoria began her 
royal career with the wish to be good ; she closed it 
with a passionate longing for the permanent peace of 
Europe and of the world. Years ago she let it be 
known in court circles that she would never sign 
another declaration of war. Scheming British politi- 
cians knew this, and managed their aggressions so that 
war always seemed to be forced upon Great Britain. 

The Queen became more and more troubled in her 
later years on account of the petty wars of greed and 
conquest in which her government was incessantly 
engaged. There were about eighty of these during 
her reign, for some of which she no doubt had in her 
way her share of responsibility. 

It was an open secret that the South African war 
greatly distressed her. She made an effort to go 
" with the tide " of the country in support of it, and 
this is about the only thing for which she has been 
severely criticised by certain classes of people. But 
her heart was not in it. It gave her grief too intense 
to be put away. This grief ate her life out. If her 
death was not actually hastened by this cause, as is 
generally believed, her last months were heavily 
clouded and embittered by it. Her grief and suffer- 
ing over the war are a powerful tribute to the good- 
ness and greatness of her soul. Imagine certain of 
the members of the present British cabinet or of the 
London press suffering unto death over the plight 
into which the nation has fallen ! But the sacrifice 
of one so noble as the late Queen is at the same 
time the royal seal of England's sin and shame in the 
South African business. 

The question has been much discussed, what influ- 
ence the Queen's death is likely to have in European 
politics. Little but guessing is here possible ; so 
much depends upon the character and aims of her 
successor, and upon the spirit and conduct of the 
English people. In some parts of Europe it is be- 
lieved that the accession of Edward VII. will actually 
strengthen the foundations of peace. We hope so. 
He has a great opportunity before him — such as . no 
king ever had before — if he only knows how to use 
it. If he would only throw the whole weight of the 
throne to bring England back from her present lapse 
into barbarism, a fame even greater than that of his 
royal mother would be assured him. 



